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CONFIDENTIAL ASMARA 0317 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS ET 

SUBJECT: PRO-EPMG DEMONSTRATION HELD IN ASMARA 

1 . EPMG AUTHORITIES IN ASMARA ORGANIZED A "SPONTANEOUS" DEMON- 
STRATION IN ASMARA IN SUPPORT OF MENGHISTU'S POLICIES ENUNCIATED 
IN HIS SPEECH OF APRIL 14. TRADE UNIONS. KEBELES AND GOVERNMENT 
EMPLOYEES WERE SPECIFICALLY INSTRUCTED IN AN ANNOUNCEMENT ON 
ASMARA RADIO THE NIGHT BEFORE THE DEMONSTRATION TO ASSEMBLE 
AT DESIGNATED POINTS AND PROCEED TO THE HQ OF THE REGIONAL 
ADMINISTRATION AT 9:00 AM. ALL BUSINESS, FACTORIES AND OFFICES 
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WERE TO REMAIN CLOSED DURING THE DEMONSTRATION. 

2. DEMONSTRATORS ASSEMBLED AS INSTRUCTED MONDAY MORNING (APRIL 
18) AND PROCEED TO THE GOVERNMENT HQ. THE CITY WAS VERY QUIET, 

AS ALL NON-PARTICIPANTS APPARENTLY REMAINED IN THEIR HOMES. 
ALTHOUGH SECURITY WAS TIGHT AND NUMEROUS TROOPS WERE IN EVIDENCE, 
THE INSURGENTS DID CREATE SOME MINOR DISTURBANCES. THERE WERE 
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TWO EXPLOSIONS ABOUT 9:30 WHICH FRIGHTENED OFF A GROUP OF FACTORY 
WORKERS. ABOUT 10:00 AM SEVERAL SHOTS WERE FIRED IN THE DOWN- 
TOWN AREA WITH NO APPARENT EFFECT. 

3. SOME 12-15,000 DEMONSTRATORS PARTICIPATED CARRYING POSTERS 
PROVIDED BY THE LOCAL EPMG AUTHORITIES HEARD THREE SPOKESMEN 
REPRESENTING THE KEBELES, TRADE UNIONS AND THE HAMASIEN PROVIN- 
CIAL GOVERNMENT READ STATEMENTS OF SUPPORT FOR THE EPMG IN ITS 
STRUGGLE AGAINST NUMEIRI, SADAT AND CIA MACHINATIONS. CHIEF 
ADMINISTRATOR FIKRU RESPONDED WITH A BRIEF MESSAGE OF THANKS 
FOR THEIR SUPPORT. THE ASSEMBLAGE THEN DISBANDED WITHOUT FURTHER 
INCIDENT. 
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